
COW Packet 9.19.22

MEMORANDUM
Office of the City Manager

TO: Mayor McKenzie and Council Members

FROM: Matthew C. Alexander

DATE: September 16, 2022

RE: RFP for Sustainability Coordinator

The Council allocated $25,000 in the 2022 budget for a sustainability coordinator. In
February 2022, City Staff determined the best method to obtain this service was via a
Request for Proposals. It was released on 2/14/22.

However, there was only one response to the RFP, so it was determined by City Staff that
there should be a different approach to filling the position.

In August, 2022, the City Manager, Planning Director and CAC Chairperson met with the
Center for Economic and Environmental Partnership or (“CEEP”). Their website,
www.ceepartnerships.org says:

Center for Economic and Environmental Partnership was founded in 1996 as a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with a Charter to fund and sponsor programs promoting
development of an effective and competitive environmental industry and advance
development of sound environmental business policies and programs in New York State
and elsewhere.

CEEP’s Mission is to serve as a bridge between economic and environmental
perspectives. We aim to encourage evaluation, development, and implementation of
policies and programs supportive of the environment and the environmental industry. We
do this by:

1. Catalyzing collaborative efforts among industry, government, trade organizations
and associations, institutions of higher learning, and the public;

2. Sponsoring educational programs that advance the development and utilization of
cutting-edge technologies, knowledge, and business practices related to
environmental quality; and

3. Fostering processes that contribute to the formation and implementation of
integrative and creative public policies.
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CEEP has a “matchmaker” program described below from their website:

Internship Matchmaker and Management Program

Our Matchmaker and Management Program ‘matches’ early career professionals
with local organizations to advance sustainability efforts.

We connect funding to ensure equitable opportunities in the workforce and provide
project management training and oversight to ensure satisfying outcomes for

everyone.

W H AT IS  T HE I NTE R NSH I P MA TCH M A KE R A N D
M A N A GEM EN T PR O GR A M?

Many important projects within municipalities and environmental non-profits that could
be completed through internships fall to the wayside because of a lack of internal
resources. CEEP fills this gap by matching qualified early career professionals to these
projects and ensures quality through training, oversight and funding support.

W HO  A RE  THE  EA R LY  CA REE R  FEL LOW S WE A RE
SE E KI N G?

Our program is designed for a spectrum of early-career professionals seeking
sustainability project experience, including:

 students who are still in school and seeking college/course credit

 recent graduates looking for work experience

 experienced professionals with interest in expanding their skills

We encourage veterans and BIPOC candidates to apply.

After meeting with Jeff Domanski, the Executive Director of CEEP, we determined that
the organization and its matchmaker program would be a good solution for the City of
Peekskill. I interviewed a potential candidate from the matchmaker program, Jamie
McDonald. If hired, the City Manager will work with the Planning Department and the
Conservation Advisory Council Chairperson to determine the intern’s actual duties,
taking into account the following:

The city has already undertaken a wide range of sustainability activities, including:

 Westchester Power Community Energy program
 Curbside recycling
 EV charging stations
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 MS4 water quality compliance
 Honeywell energy efficiency project
 LED streetlight conversion project
 Tree protection ordinance and tree planting
 Permitting of solar and geothermal facilities
 Scenic value preservation
 Open space preservation
 Monarch butterfly habitat restoration
 Clean Energy Financing for commercial buildings
 Community cleanups
 Urban farm in Lepore Park
 Environmental education and awareness projects
 Farmers Market
 Community garden
 Hazard Mitigation Planning
 Bicycle Sundays in Depew Park
 Energy benchmarking law and reports
 Climate Smart/Clean Energy Communities participation

Projects under development include:

 Solar generation facility siting on public property
 Food waste recycling
 Watershed monitoring
 Electric and hybrid vehicles purchase
 Bike lane development (DRI)
 Brownfield redevelopment
 Sustainable Peekskill webpage

A range of opportunities to advance sustainability is referenced in the attached RFP.
These include pursuit of Bronze status in the NYS Climate Smart Communities program,

I recommend that the City authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement with
CEEP for no more than $25,000 per annum to engage the services of an intern from
CEEP’s matchmaker program, subject to Corporation Counsel and Comptroller review.


