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MEMORANDUM
Department of Finance

TO: Matt Alexander, City Manager

FROM: Toni J. Tracy, Comptroller

DATE: September 15, 2022

Re: Taxicab Services for Senior Community

It has come to the City’s attention recently that Ossining offers a program to the senior citizens to match
the $3 fee paid by the seniors for each taxicab ticket.  A request was made to have the City of Peekskill
provide this same service to its seniors.

The City of Peekskill currently offers a daily transportation service to the Senior Center and twice-weekly
shopping center trips that allow the senior citizens access to shopping centers for $1 per ride. Due to
this provision of services, and the higher population density and demand in the City of Peekskill, this
voucher system does not seem suitable for the City to offer at this time. The City of Peekskill has
approximately 3,659 seniors, and at a cost of $3 per voucher, a small percentage of demand would
become a significant expense very quickly without providing a meaningful impact to the population.
Assuming that 30% of the city’s 3,659 seniors would utilize the proposed coupon system twice per
month, the cost is $6,586 per month or $79,034 per year. More utilization would raise this cost to at
least the cost of the alternative option below.

Alternatively, purchasing a transportation vehicle for the seniors and nutrition program would be a
more meaningful long-term solution and support city residents in living more active, independent
lifestyles. This more cost-effective, permanent solution is supported by a Community Development
grant of $50,000 and would be an additional cost to the city of approximately $100,000 to order a
24 passenger bus. For an additional one-time payment of approximately $20,000, the city has provided
a long-term solution for its senior residents to enjoy a better quality of life.


