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MEMORANDUM
Department of Planning and Development

TO: Matthew Alexander, City Manager

FROM: Jean Friedman, AICP, Director of Planning

DATE: September 28, 2022

Re: Zoning Text Amendments for the PRD & WF-PRD zoning districts

Chateau Rive LLC has petitioned for zoning text amendments to the WF/PRD
(Waterfront/Planned Residential Development) zoning districts to promote the full utilization
and preservation of historic and landmarked buildings for residential purposes. These
amendments would permit residential units to occupy an entire historic structure, even if the
number of units exceeds the maximum density that is stated in the zoning code (9 dwelling units
per acre).  By eliminating the maximum density threshold, it would allow existing historic
buildings to be fully occupied.  For a more detailed explanation, please see attached letter,
petition with proposed zoning text amendments, and Environmental Assessment Form (EAF Part
1) with Development Projections and Analysis.

Chateau Rive LLC is requesting this amendment so that it may apply for a Common Council
Special Permit to add 40 units to the existing 53 unit residential building at Chateau Rive, all
within the existing building walls (no additions or extensions). If the zoning is adopted, the
Common Council would consider allowing greater density than is currently permitted by issuing
a Special Permit. The Planning Commission would analyze the site plan for layout and
environmental impacts, and the Historic and Landmarks Preservation Board would review any
exterior changes to the building and property.

The Development Projections (attached as an appendix to the EAF) contains a summary and
analysis of the properties that could be affected by this zoning text amendment. In addition to
the subject property, other historic buildings could be eligible for greater residential density if
full built-out is deemed appropriate.  These properties will be identified by the petitioner during
their presentation to the Common Council on October 3rd. The existing zoning provisions and
uses in these districts would not change; this amendment would simply allow the potential to
build-out existing historic structures after receiving a Special Permit from the Common Council.

If Council wishes to consider these revisions to the zoning ordinance, then a resolution will be
prepared that refers the zoning text amendments to the Planning Commission for its
recommendation, prior to setting a date for a public hearing.

Please place this item on the October 3rd Committee of the Whole for a presentation by the
Chateau Rive team, followed by discussion and direction.


